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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically classify 
similar objects from dissimilar objects at the time of 
retrieving similar objects. 

SOLUTION: The featured values of a retrieval key object 
inputted from a retrieval key object inputting device 2 
are extracted by a featured value extracting device 4A, 
and the similarity of both objects is calculated from the 
featured values of the retrieval key object and the 
featured values of an input object stored in a featured 
value storing and managing device 5. A reference object 
is generated from the retrieval key object by a reference 
object generating device 3A, the featured values of the 
reference object are extracted by the featured value 
extracting device 4A, and similarity a of the both objects 
is calculated- by the similarity calculating device 6A 
Afterwards, the objects whose similarity is more than 
the similarity a are sequenced in the order of the high 
similarity by a similarity judging device 7A, and outputted 
in the order of the high similarity by a retrieved result 
outputting device 8. 
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